PET HEALTH AWARENESS

DENTAL DISEASE

How North End Pet Hospital

Brushing Your Pet’s Teeth
cleans your pet’s teeth.

Brushing your dog’s
teeth is easy, and
1. Pre-anesthetic Bloodwork: This is a blood test that Y once familiar with
detects major organ and metabolic abnormalities 5 the activity, he will
that may complicate the anesthetic procedure. vy s look forward to it.
2. Anesthetic Monitoring: This includes monitoring For the first few
of the heart, respiration and blood pressure. days, simply

hold your pet as

you normally do
when petting him. For a minute or two,
gently stroke the outside of his cheeks
with your finger and praise him.

3. Intravenous Catheter and/or Fluid Therapy:
Allows access for injectable drugs. Fluid therapy
helps to maintain blood pressure during the
procedure and avoid dehydration post-operatively.

4. Anesthesia: Inhalant gas anesthesia provides

a safe and comfortable dental cleaning. As your pet becomes more comfortable

with this activity, place a small amount

5. Dental Scaling: The process that removes of dentifrice (veterinary toothpaste)
the calculus and plaque from the tooth on your fingers and let him sample the
surface and below the gum line. flavor. Soon, he will consider it a treat.

6. Dental Polishing: Necessary for finishing Next, introduce your pet to an animal
the scaling and cleaning process. Provides a toothbrush or fingerbrush. Gently raise his

smooth tooth surface after scaling and delays upper lip and place the brush against an

the reattachment of plaque causing bacteria. upper tooth and the adjoining gumline.

Bad breath is NOT normall...
it's a sign of disease!

7. Pain Management: Based on the needs

Gradually i th ber of teeth
of your pet and the procedure done. racually mncrease e number of tee

you brush each day, but go slowly and
not beyond your pet’s comfort level.
Build up to approximately 30 seconds of
brushing each side of your pet’s mouth.

8. Extractions: The health of each tooth is
individually assessed and any tooth that
is diseased should be extracted.

NORTH END
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00
Advanced home dental care products. el AP Al
HOSPITAL
Numerous home dental care products are available 3819 North 251h St. 38]9 Norih 251'h Si
to help you with your pet’s dental care. These Tacoma WA. 98406-5317 Ph. (253) 752'2265

include such products as Hills Prescription Diet

t/d, Maxi Guard Oral Gel, CET Chews etc. Ph (253) 752'2265

Note: Some cats may also folerate this procedure.

9. Antibiotics: If there is significant periodontal
disease, antibiotics will be administered. NORTH END




Why does my pet have bad breath?

r After your pet has eaten a meal,

plaque begins to accumulate on the
teeth within four hours. This plaque
is material consisting of bacteria,
saliva and food particles. The
bacteria begins excreting toxins and
enzymes that break down the gum
tissue. As a result of this bacterial infection, thr.
gumline becomes inflamed and you will noticc: a
very foul-smelling odor from your pet’s mouth.

Bad breath is not normal —

it’s a sign of disease!

Opver time, if plaque is allowed to remain on your
pet’s teeth, it mineralizes into brown tartar that

you can see. This tartar contributes to abscessed
teeth, which must be extracted. Other serious
medical problems may develop from the build-up of
bacteria, which can be carried throughout your pet’s
system. Plaque and tartar accumulation can also
lead to periodontal disease (as shown in picture 3).

DID YOU KNOW...

Of all pets two years of age

and older 70%-85% have some
degree of periodontal disease.

Don't let your pet suffer in pain!
You're probably not aware that your pet may
be suffering in silence with dental disease.
Some pets may experience severe or sharp pain
while eating. Others may act depressed. Bad
breath and drooling are the most frequent
signs of dental disease. Diseased gums are

thickened, reddened and bleed easily.

Why is dental care so important

to you and your pet?

Dental disease is the most common b
illness encountered in veterinary o
medicine today and affects 9 out of @

10 pets. Unfortunately, it is also the :

most untreated disease. Pets often go £d
for years vsith painful gir givit's or even

severe tooth. oot abscess wi ho'it noticerbl.

clinical sigas 10 the owner. Dental disease. puts
tremer.dcus demaads on your pet’s orars,
veak:ning the liver kidrey: andleart. This
nddticnal stress ca. lesser you'r pet’s
quality of life and st orien life expe.tanc-.

The Progression of Dental Disease:

L

Fxtensive plague formation
with tartar buildup

reversible stage

Early Stage
Inflamed Gumline

reversible stage

oY &

Periodontal disease with
thicker tartar formation
AND painful gums

Severe tartar formation,
bleeding and infection

il irreversible stage

reversible stage e

o Signs of Dental Disease

Does your pet have...

1 Bad breath

 Yellow or brown discolored teeth
(A Red inflamed gums

[ Lssse or missing fscin

.1 Feluctance to play o chew toys

[1 Swelling around nwizle or jaw

If your pe: shows any of these symptoms, call

us righ : av/ay. He or she may be suffering from
painful dertal discase. Pets carr't el yvu w hen they
hurt. Its up to you to recognize the signs of pain.

HELP YOUR PET LIVE LONGER!

Bad breath is not normal -
it's a sign of disease!

Dental disease, untreated, is often painful
and can contribute to other systemic illnesses.

BEFORE
PROFESSIONAL
DENTAL CLEANING

AFTER
PROFESSIONAL
DENTAL CLEANING




