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friends, providing you with

Presorted Standard

unconditional love and

companionship. You want to

keep your pet healthy and your

family safe from disease.

Pictured above:

Ocular manifestation of the round-
worm (Toxocara canis) in a young
child with resulting vision loss.
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are diseases primarily of
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animals that can be transmitted to people. The

growing popularity of cats and dogs and the high

T o rate of parasitic (worm) infections have resulted in
E‘ % :\ widespread soil contamination from infected eggs and
> g § = larvae. Since children often play outside, they are the
a t;); e [a most at risk for disease transmission.
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En S\ N Zoonotic disease in humans can lead to abdominal
ESE 2 pain, skin irritations, neurological problems and
ZSNg-C': ision loss. According to the Center for Di

vision loss. According to the Center for Disease
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Control and Prevention (CDC), an estimated 10,000

cases of human roundworm infection occur each year

zoonotic transmission
Sufeg ud rds 10 protect Advanced parasitic control medication for your pet

is now available. For more information on how to

bO‘I'h yo 1] fu m i |y ) nd protect your pet and your family, call our office at

(661) 327-9516 and speak with one of our health
your pet?

and more than 700 result in vision loss.
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care professionals. Because the risk of parasites is
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often year round, we recommend a monthly parasite

prevention program.
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Sincerely,

Norman Lok, DAV M.
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Parasites You Must Be Aware Of —

HEARTWORMS -
ROUNDWORMS - This parasite is very com- Heartworm disease in animals is a serious
mon in our pet population and is also a human GIARDIA - health threat that can ultimately result in
health concern. Signs of a roundworm infection Giardia are protozoa, a microscopic heart failure and death. Although
may include diarrhea, vomiting, stunted growth, single-celled organism with a flagel- heartworm disease is not currently a v
rough coat and bloated belly. However, some luted teardrop shape which can take up health problem in Bakersfield, almost
pets may be asymptomatic and show no signs of residence in the small intestine. Both _ S all areas surrounding Bakersfield are
infection. animals and humans can contract these ' ] heartworm infected areas, such as the
- organisms by drinking contaminated water from streams and mountains and beaches. You should
TAPEWORMS - This parasite is also very com- ponds. For your dog, just one lap of contaminated water or a be on prevention medication if you travel
mon in our pet population. Tapeworm infections bite on a contaminated stick is all it takes to contract Giardia. outside Bakersfield with your pet. ONE BITE
\ normally occur when your pet eats fleas, mice, or Pets may also become infected by eating the droppings of con from an infected mosquito can transmit
rats that carry the tapeworm larvae. Tapeworms faminated animals or by licking their paws/fur after walking in heartworms to your pet. Dogs are the most
/ do not generally cause any outward signs of an infected area. Clinical signs of Giardia range from infesfinal common victims, but cats, ferrets and other
TAPENORM disease. An infection may cause your pet to sit d!scomfori fo explf)sive bloody diarrhea somefimes accompa- animals are also susceptible. The heartworms
down and drag its rear along the ground. nied by foulsmelling gos. restrict blood flow and cause organ damage

and ultimately death. Symptoms include:
coughing, labored breathing, and heart failure.
Treatment is available for dogs, although it

is expensive and may cause complications.

HOOKWORMS - One way in which your pet
can become infected with hookworms is by
ingesting soil that has been contaminated by
the stool of an infected animal. Hookworm eggs
are deposited in the stool, and the soil becomes
contaminated. If your pet comes into contact
with an area of soil such as this, simple groom-
ing afterwards could be the start of a hookworm
infection.

Mosquito bites
—  dog or catand
injects microfilariae

/

Life Cycle
of the
The second way that your pet could develop a ! e Heartorm
HOOKWOR hookworm infection takes the first way a step A ey
further. If these hookworm eggs that are in the '.:" ’ - -
soil develop into larvae, the larvae can penetrate When _ hestworm and v n the Wi 01 oo of e
your pet's paws after a walk through a con- They Are u‘m heart and adjacent vessels A
taminated area. Hookworms can also present
?::122 ir;si(o:’tzguvriifiﬂn:;(% .members if the larvae Th|s CIose — Prevention is the key to your pet's protection

against a heartworm infection. We
You Want Them Bol‘h Prol‘eded! recommend testing your pet annually for
heartworms. Once a month prescripfion
medication is required fo protect your pet
. . . . during the year. This medication destroys
Nile Point Vetermury HOS.pII(Il si.rongly any immature heartworms that exist in your
recommends annval parasite testing and pet's bloodstream. Consider combining a

a monﬂﬂy prevenﬁon program. wellness blood profile with your heartworm
test to ensure your pet is in optimal health.

WHIPWORMS - This infestation occurs when
your pet swallows whipworm eggs found in
contaminated soil. Whipworms cause bloody diar-
thea, anemia, dehydration and loss of appetite.
A female whipworm can produce 2,000 eggs
daily. Eggs are passed in feces, and can survive
for years in the soil. Whipworms are very difficult
to eradicate.
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WHIPWORM




